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programs designed to reduce the economic and social impact
of natural disasters, promote the Nation's welfare and econo-
my, preserve and enhance the environment find strengthen
the national security.

The introductory section to this Plan highlights many aspects of
interagency cooperation that is so essential to meet the needs
for meteorological services now and for the challenges of the
future. This section is followed by a brief fiscal summary of
the overall Plan.

Basic and Specialized Meteorological Services and Supporting
Research are described in the next section along with the
operational and research programs for fiscal year 1975. The
fourth major section of this Plan treats meteorological ser-
vices from the functional viewpoint. Observations, analyses
and forecasts, communications, dissemination, and general
agency support are covered.

The final section describes the meteorological satellite program
as a separate discussion. The last page of this Plan lists the
publications prepared, or in the process of preparation, by
the Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and
Supporting Research.

The coordination of weather activities and the preparation of
the Federal Plan is performed by the interagency committees
shown on the inside front cover. These committees and their
subcommittees conduct systematic, continuous reviews of
basic and specialized meteorological requirements, services,
and supporting research.
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16.0071, A FEDERAL PLAN FOR NATURAL DISASTER
WARNING AND PREPAREDNESS

UNKNOWN, U.S. Dept, of Commerce, Natl. Oceanic & At-
mos. Admin., Washing/on. District of Columbia 20235

The 'Report to the Congress on Disaster Preparedness' by the
Office of Emergency Preparedness, January 1972, and the re-
port, 'The Agnes Floods' by the National Advisory Commit-
tee on Oceans and Atmosphere, November 22, 1972,
together with other disaster surveys, have identified many
unmet needs in the existing natural disaster warning system
and community preparedness. This Plan addresses those
unmet needs within the concept of a balanced program
which recognizes the close interaction between (lie warning
system and community preparedness. The unmet needs are
many, however, and together with the very nature and com-
plexity of the phenomena with which we are dealing lead to
program planning that extends over several years in order to
achieve improvements necessary to meet these needs. Assum-
ing a continuation of current priorities and present rate of
funding, this Plan describes the long-range efforts of all
Federal agencies with responsibilities to warn about, prepare
forh and mitigate the impact of potential geophysical natural
disasters, including those caused by hurricanes, tornadoes,
floods and earthquakes, In this Executive Summary of the
Plan, features of the warning system and community
preparedness that are common to several of these
phenomena are discussed first, followed by sections dealing
with the specific phenomena.
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16.0072, PLAN TO IMPROVE LOCAL WEATHER
FORECASTS

UNKNOWN, U.S. Dept, of Commerce, Off. of Plans & Pro-
grams, Washington, District of Columbia 20234

This National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Plan to
Improve Local Weather Forecasts places particular emphasis
on the 0-to 6-hour time period of the weather service to the
general public and special user groups. As a result of the
varied needs of these services, the meteorological problems
within the present range of interest are many and diverse.
Also involved are internal operating procedures and methods
of working with the public.

The program identifies fundamental problems that must be
solved if we are to improve the timeliness and accuracy of
forecasts and warnings. The achievement of this objective is
dependent on an experimental facility to be utilized for 1)
development of equipment and technology, 1) translation of
new knowledge and theory into operational forecast
procedure, and 3) support to specialized data gathering pro-
jects.

The plan includes cost estimates of the many interrelated ac-
tions to be accomplished in five phases. These estimates may
require adjustment as the results of R&D efforts are applied
and the need for new equipment, procedures, and research
become apparent.
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16.0073,   BUILDING PRACTICES FOR DISASTER MITIGA-
TION

R.N. WRIGHT, U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Null. Bureau of Stan-
dards, Washington, District of Columbia 20234

Abstract: The National Workshop on Building Practices for
Disaster Mitigation was concerned with earthquakes, extreme
winds, and similar dynamic hazards. These proceedings
present recommendations derived at the workshop and ad-
dressed to policy makers in government and industry, as well
as practitioners in engineering, architecture, land use
planning, and the earth and meteorological sciences. The
recommendations evaluate current building practices, define
opportunities for improving current practice from docu-
mented research findings, and recommend research lo fill
gaps in knowledge. The objectives include avoidance of
human suffering, reduction of properly loss, and maintenance
of vital function in buildings under conditions threatening
disaster. Fifteen review articles were prepared by experts in
the professions and research disciplines to define the state of
the art in disaster mitigation and to guide discussions at the
workshop; the articles are included in the proceedings.
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16.0074,   SEISMIC HAZARDS AND LAND-USE PLANNING

DM. NICHOLS, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Geological Survey,
Washington, District of Columbia 20242

Basic earth-science data are necessary for a realistic assessment
of seismic hazards and as a basis for limiting corrective land-
use controls only to those areas of greatest hazard. For exam-
ple, the location, character, and amount of likely displace-
ment and activity of surface faulting can be predicted if
detailed geologic maps and seismic data are available and are
augmented by field! studies at critical localities. Because few
structures can withstand displacement of their foundations,
they should be located off active fault traces, the distance
varying with the character of faulting, the certainty with
which fault traces are known, and the importance of the
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